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COASTAL EROSION — CITY OF GREATER GERALDTON 
Grievance 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [9.31 am]: I rise to grieve to the Minister for Transport on the subject of 
coastal erosion in the City of Greater Geraldton. Geraldton is being impacted by coastal erosion at about five 
points along the city’s coastline. It is a serious issue, with at least two sites of immediate concern because of the 
amount of infrastructure that is vulnerable. These two sites are Beresford Foreshore and Drummond Cove. The 
other areas are a part of Point Moore, St Georges Beach and Sunset Beach. The City of Greater Geraldton is 
currently undertaking a number of studies. One study is examining coastal inundation to work out the future, in 
particular, of the residential area on Point Moore, but also areas around the central business district and 
Drummond Cove. Other parts along the coastline are also very vulnerable to inundation. Specifically, 
Beresford Foreshore stretches from Midalia Beach north towards St Georges Beach. This area has been impacted 
by the deepening of the channel into the port of Geraldton, and because the road is so close to the beach, there is 
no dune system to protect the road and other assets. About $55 million worth of infrastructure assets owned by 
the state and local government is vulnerable if the works are not implemented as soon as possible. Ideally, the 
project will be undertaken as soon as the winter storms have passed. I understand that funding for this project 
will come from the Mid West Development Commission and the Department of Transport via the 
Mid West Ports Authority. The project includes the extensions of two breakwaters encircling Midalia Beach and 
three revetments running parallel to Chapman Road. This project is ready to go, and I ask that the minister do 
everything he can to have the funds available. 

Drummond Cove is the most northerly residential part of the City of Greater Geraldton. This area has 
deteriorated over the last couple of months. I recently attended a local workshop about it, and I would like to 
acknowledge the work undertaken by the Drummond Cove Progress Association, in particular its president, 
Gavin Hirschhausen. The city council is going through a process of CHRMAP, which stands for coastal hazard 
risk management and adaption planning. The council has received advice from the Department of Planning that 
undertaking permanent protection work along Whitehill Road is not correct at the moment as this pre-empts the 
coastal planning project currently being undertaken, which considers the whole Geraldton coastline. I have 
surveyed the Drummond Cove area, which is about 560 households, to gauge local feeling on this issue. So far 
I have received about 100 surveys back: 68 per cent of residents are in favour of preserving the current coastline 
and 22 per cent are in favour of retreating; and 89 per cent want to maintain a road roughly in the position of 
Whitehill Road while 11 per cent want to do away with it. Whitehill Road runs along the beach and is now 
closed because it has basically been destroyed. It is worth pointing out that the way in which the road was 
constructed to shed its water towards the sea has contributed to the problem. Assets at risk along this stretch of 
coast include a high-voltage electrical cable, a telecommunications cable, sewerage infrastructure, trees, 
a stormwater retention basin and open space. If the coastal erosion extends further inland beyond the tree line, 
there is significant risk to residential housing. The council has proposed, and the community meeting has 
supported, replenishing the sand as a stopgap measure, which will cope with the current erosion. A number of 
other measures are being considered. Potentially, this site is as serious as Beresford Foreshore. 

I inspected St Georges Beach with the minister some time back. The council is currently doing some work there 
with a low-level sandbag groyne and sand nourishment works. Currently, the damage is limited to the beach, but 
if it goes much further, other infrastructure is at risk, including a car park and a toilet block. This work started 
just the other day and it looks quite effective. Sunset Beach, which is in front of the car park, now has a very 
steep face. The road that was there previously has completely disappeared. The Sunset Beach Holiday Park is 
concerned about the effect that losing more coastal land will have on its assets that sit just behind the car park. 
A section on the south side of Point Moore has also been lost. Over time a car park has been lost and the road is 
vulnerable. Some time ago some rocks were placed along the shoreline, which has slowed the problem 
considerably. 

The community is divided on whether we should fight or retreat. Where there is no dune system, retreat is not 
feasible. Assets along the coastline are too valuable to be abandoned. In the first instance, I am seeking that 
funds for Beresford Foreshore be made available as soon as possible. I want the department to start working with 
the city to address the serious issue at Drummond Cove, and to familiarise itself with the Point Moore, 
St Georges Beach and Sunset Beach areas and work with the city council to address these areas. I thank the 
minister for his concern and interest in these matters. It is a very serious ongoing issue. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.37 am]: I thank the member for raising this 
grievance and for his continued advocacy on behalf of his community about this important issue. I have been to 
Geraldton a couple of times now, and the local member has taken me out to Drummond Cove and along the 
beaches to see the erosion at those points. To know that greater than 50 metres of beach has disappeared is 
a serious issue for those people living, in particular, on the northern shores around Geraldton. This government 
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has adopted a clear and comprehensive state coastal planning policy to avoid future development in erosion or 
inundation risk areas. The policy requires a risk management approach to be undertaken by coastal managers, 
with economically sustainable management actions suitable for the organisation that implements them. The 
construction of new coastal protection structures must be considered only as a last resort. The Department of 
Transport has been closely involved in the development of a solution for Beresford, and it has provided technical 
advice to develop and implement a sustainable coastal management approach to the Beresford Foreshore. 
A multi-agency working group, the Beresford Foreshore Coastal Protection and Enhancement Working Group, 
was established on 20 March 2013. Its role was to oversee engineering studies into a beach protection solution 
and to facilitate its members agreeing to a funding arrangement. In October 2015, the working group endorsed 
the proposed design solution, which will provide protection for the city’s assets, stabilise Midalia Beach and 
enable restoration of a level of amenity along the foreshore. The recommended management options include 
a 100-metre-long extension of the existing detached breakwater orientated in a south-westerly direction; 
a 45-metre-long extension of the existing Batavia Coast Marina groyne orientated in an easterly direction; the 
replenishment of Marina Beach with suitable sand; and three separate back beach revetments to the north of 
Marina Beach. 

The estimated total cost of the Beresford foreshore coastal protection and enhancement project is $23.13 million, 
comprising $18.71 million for coastal protection engineered solutions and $4.42 million for amenity 
enhancement. An initial amount of $11.37 million has been secured for the project and $4 million has been 
committed from Mid West Ports Authority to the project. The port has also agreed to continue its existing sand 
bypassing program at a cost of approximately $200 000 a year. The recommended option has been determined 
through multiple coastal engineering investigations based on extensive data gathered over a decade. The detailed 
designs have been heavily scrutinised and reviewed by national and international experts in the field. 

The City of Greater Geraldton, with technical assistance from the Department of Planning and the 
Department of Transport, is also in the process of preparing a coastal hazard risk management and adaptation 
plan for the area from Town Beach to Drummond Cove. In April 2016 the Department of Transport provided the 
Department of Planning and the city with technical advice on the emergency actions at Drummond Cove for the 
city to manage the severe storm erosion and inundation. The Department of Transport is working to assist the 
city to implement suitable short-term measures while investigation work continues for a sustainable long-term 
management option. 

As local land manager at Point Moore, the city is developing options to manage beaches in this area with 
technical assistance from the Department of Planning and the Department of Transport. In 2015 the city 
commissioned an inundation and coastal processes study. Department of Transport coastal engineers continue to 
work closely with the city in providing technical advice. The government has also adopted a clear and 
comprehensive state coastal planning policy to avoid future development in erosion or inundation risk areas. The 
policy requires a risk management approach to be undertaken by coastal managers, with economically 
sustainable management actions suitable for the organisation that implements them. As I said earlier, the 
construction of new coastal protection structures must be considered only as a last resort. 

The government is in the final stages of considering a long-term solution to an ongoing and permanent erosion 
problem that threatens critical infrastructure and liveability along the priority Beresford coast. Again, I thank the 
member for Geraldton for raising this issue on behalf of his community. This government will work with him to 
finalise the consideration of this matter and I look forward to working with him to find a long-term solution for 
the people in his community. 
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